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AU1212113695 Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German 
11 Dec °S pp 151-156 


{Interview with UN Secretary General Butrus Butrus- 
Ghali by Erich Follath and Volkhard Windfuhr; place 
and date not given: "We Have To Close Down") 


(FBIS Translated Text] [DER SPIEGEL) Mr. Secretary 
General, the fate of the Balkans was decided by the 
parties to the war and U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher at the negotiations in Dayton, Ohio — 
without the United Nations. Has the United Nations, 
or rather you, taken your leave from Europe's worst 
hotbed of crisis since World War II? 


(Butrus-Ghali}] One cannot say this at all. Only recently 
did my UN mediator Thorvald Stoltenberg manage a 
breakthrough in Zagreb regarding eastern Slavonia... 


[DER SPIEGEL] ...Together with Peter Galbraith, the 
U.S. ambassador to Croatia. 


[Butrus-Ghali) ..which envisages a UN transition ad- 
ministration, demilitarization, and elections — an agree- 
ment that was signed by the parties to the conflict, the 
Croatian Serbs and the Zagreb government. This was a 
great success for us. 


[DER SPIEGEI ! Nevertheless, the decisive tripartite 
talks about peace between Serbs, Croats, and Bosnians 
took place under U.S. supervision and with military 
support from NATO. 


[Butrus-Ghali) There is no jealousy. There is nothing 
bad about having the United Nations cooperate with 
regional organizations in the search for peace. It has 
done that quite often; this is even envisaged by the UN 
Charter. This time it is NATO — so what? 


[DER SPIEGEL] Does it also not bother you that at 
the peacc: talks, it was precisely those who were in the 
limelight who — like Belgrade’s President Slobodan 
Milosevic — were among the warmongers and are at 
least morally responsible for humiliating your UN blue 
helmet soldiers? 


{Butrus-Ghali} As painful as the kidnapping and humi!- 
iation of our soldiers was for us — and believe me, | 
suffered as if they had done this to me personally — 


the peace process has priority. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Does this mean realpolitik before 
justice, giving up principles for the sake of peace’ 
Are you in favor of withdrawing the indictment of 
Bosnian Serb leader Radovan Karadzic and General 
Ratko Miadic for war crimes by the UN tribunal in The 


Hague? 
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{Butrus-Ghali} Under no circumstances. The United Na- 
tions has researched the cases in detail and has found 
irrefutable evidence of the fact that the Serbs commiut- 
ted massacres in Srebrenica. Karadzic and Mladic, who 
have been indicted as war criminals, are clearly respon- 
sible for them. A total of about 5,500 people are stl! 
missing. There cannot be any barter trade regarding the 
tribunal in The Hague. Everything must be dealt with. 
We have proved that we did not act one-sidedly by the 
fact that now seven Croats have also been indicted in 
addition to Serb war criminals. 


[DER SPIEGEL) Why did you yourself recommend to 
replace the blue helmets with a multinational force un- 
der NATO command in the former Yugoslavia — is 
this not an admission of the United Nations” helpless- 
ness after all” 


{Butrus-Ghali} Listen, the only th.g we could do over 
there was to wait for the next cease-fire, We were 
supposed to keep a peace that did not exist, and we were 
supposed to exert military pressure, for which we did 
not have a medate. But there is still another prob)em, 
an ethical one: Yugoslavia ts a disproportionate strain on 
our other peacekeeping missions. We spend $25 million 
there in five days, which is as much as in Liberia for 
a whole year — for these financial reasons, we were 
unable to afford the continuation of the operation 


[DER SPIEGEL] At the end of October, the United 
Nations ceichrated its SOth birthday with the biggest 
reunion of politicians of all times, with more than 140 
heads of state and government in the group photograph, 
and solemn promises. Have the tardy payers still not 
paid their debts to the international organization’ 


{Butrus-Ghali] Not even approximately. At the celebra- 
tions we had debts of about $3.25 billion, now we have 
more than $2 billion, and the United States still owes the 
United Nations more than $1 billion. We have to close 
down if nothing happens over the next two months. We 
are bankrupt — the situation is as dramatic as that 


[DER SPIEGEL. What does this mean” 


[Butrus-Ghali] We will not be able to tackle any new 
peacekeeping missions, for instance in Africa, where 
we are urgently needed and where the United Nations 
is accused — unjustifiably | think — of neglect and of 
using a Jouble standard. In the future, we will hardly be 
able to persuade smaller countries to provide a UN blue 
helmet contingent — because, duc to its financial crisis, 
the United Nations owes them moncy, for instance 
Jordan or Egypt. However, we should also pay $19 
million to Poland for its participation in peacekeeping 
missions, but we cannot 
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[DER SPIEGEL] Do you have any idea how you could 
make the United Nations solvent again? 


on any sold airline ticket — after all, international air 
traffic works mainly thanks to UN rules. | will now 
soon call for a special session of all member states. 
The only time on the agenda will be how to aver 


the money disappears into a black hole. 


{Butrus-Ghali) Oh, | really cannot hear this talk about 
waste anymore. I have had 50 years of experience with 
bureaucracy, in particular in Egypt... 


(DER SPIEGEL) ...with all due respect: Cairo probably 
never had the most efficient of all conceivable admin- 


(Butrus-Ghali) ...and already during my first months as 
secretary general in 1992 I abolished one-third of all 


discussion about reforms often is just an excuse. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Do you actually know where the 
money ends up? Could you tell us precisely in how 
many hotbeds of crisis the United Nations is at work? 


(Butrus-Ghali] At the moment we are represented with 
UN personnel in 16 hotbeds of conflict. However, in 
reality, we are working ai far more fronts, also in secret 
missions. In the case of Libya and Irag, | myself am 
working behind the scenes, and in January | wil! arrange 
a meeting in London, where I will sit at a table with 


probably half a million if the United Nations had been 
approached in time to prevent the conflict. 


[DER SPIEGEL) Let us stay for a moment with the 
topical 16 hotbeds of conflict... 


[Butrus-Ghali] ...where we were called as the fire 
brigade and where we help extinguishing the fire as 
much as we can. However, while the fire is already rang- 
ing there, one still discusses how the fire extinguishing 
vehicles are financed and whether one can pay for the 
water pumps. An absurd situation: The United Nations 
would n-sd not even 0.1 percent of the U.S. defense 
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budget — and gets less than the New York fire brigade. 
There is a clear lack of political will in this respect. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Might it not be that the belief in the 
United Nations has declined because we live in the age 
of nation states, in which collective security solutions 
are not credible? 

{Butrus-Ghali] Since the end of the Cold War, the mem- 
ber countries have not really known what they want. Al 
that time, President George Bush enthusiastically spoke 
of a “new world order,” and we all were overly opti- 
mistic. | do not exclude myself, | myself was caught by 
euphoria about the expected peace dividend. 

[DER SPIEGEL] And then you wanted to become “chief 
of the general staff of the international community,” as 
former U.S. UN Ambassador Jeanne Kirkpatrick put it” 


{Butrus-Ghali] No, I never wanted that. Who wants 
to play globocop without having even approximately 
sufficient means for that? 


[DER SPIEGEL} But you could demand the means, or at 
least try it: a rapid reaction force under your command. 


[Butrus-Ghali] Nowadays we cannot force peace on 
anyone against the will of the parties involved... 


[DER SPIEGEL] ..as the humiliation of the bluc 
helmets in the former Yugoslavia and in Somalia 
showed in such a depressing manner.... 


{Butrus-Ghali] ...but we can preserve peace, separate 
the warring parties, if they and their foreign sponsors 
want that. This is what we have successfully done in 
Mozambique, in E) Salvador, in Haiti, and in Cambodia. 
I would like to have a rapid reaction force under my 
command at my disposal for this purpose. | am thinking 
of 40,000 men from 20 countries, who would be ready 
for action within one or two days. Then | would not 
feel as naked as during our peacekeeping missions in 
Somalia. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Where the United Nations became the 
scapegoat for the Americans. 


{Butrus-Ghali} Oh, we are used to that. 


[DER SPIEGEL] However, you will probably not get 
your UN task force: The big powers are hesitant to 
put their soldiers, their prestige, and their dollars into 
conflicts, which do not directly threaten their security. 


[Butrus-Ghali] We will live with this thinking in terms 
of nation states for at least another 20 years, and 
hardly any country will accept that its sons die for 
the international community or are attacked by some 
foreign tribes. The United Nations inherits the orphaned 
conflicts, for which hardly anybody else cares — I know 
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that, I am a realist. However, these orphaned conflicts 
can cost us dearly if we let them drift. They can give rise 
to streams of refugees and provoke major conflicts. Our 
main task should not be crisis management but crisis 
prevention. 

(DER SPIEGEL] How do you want to manage that? 


(Butrus-Ghali} Despite al! the understandable concen- 
tration on the momentary crisis — the blue helmet mis- 
sions constitute not morc than one-fifth of the UN ac- 
tivities. We must concentrate on the long-term develop- 
ment work to break through the cycle of eve new crises 
and to tackle the problems at their roots. Hunger, envi- 
ronmental destruction, AIDS, drug trafficking, crime — 
all these are universal problems. 


[DER SPIEGEL) How do you pursue your long-term 
goals? 

[Butrus-Ghali} With the international conferences, such 
as the one in 1992 in Rio about the environment, the one 
in 1993 in Vienna about human rights, the one in 1994 
in Cairo on population growth, the two conferences 
in 1995 in Copenhagen on social development and in 
Beijing on the situation of women. Next year we will 
meet in Istanbul for a summit on urban and housing 
space development. In this process, we also attribute 
great importance to the new players on the international 
Stage, for instance the NGOs, the nongovernmental 
organizations. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Not everyone wants you, Mr. Secre- 
tary General, to run for a second five-year term afier 
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1996. Do such long-term tasks require consistency in 
the UN leadership or a new start? 


{Butrus-Ghali} | am torn about whether I should run 
again. | still have 10 months to make the decision — 
but I do not want to rule out a candidacy, even though 
1 would also like to write my memoirs. 


[DER SPIEGEL] When you stood at Yitzhag Rabin’s 
grave a few weeks ago, was his death the saddest day 
of your term of office? 


{Butrus-Ghali} Rabin repeatedly asked me to come to 
Isracl. You know, as foreign minister, | was there 
when Egyptian President “Anwar al-Sadat made his 
trail-blazing peace visit in 1977. I had promised Rabin 
to come this year. | kept my promise — but under 
such sad circumstances. I had long warned against the 
unholy alliance of the opponents of peace, against the 
Palestinian and Isracli terrorists. It is trag that Israel 
did not pay as much attention to the radicals in its own 
ranks as to the others. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Your grandfather, an Egyptian prime 
minister, was also shot by attackers. At such moments, 
as the one at Rabin’: gravc, does one not also think 
about the threat to oneself” 


{Butrus-Ghali] | have received death threats, some only 
recently. But I am not afraid. The important things is 
that the peace process continues. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Mr. Secretary General, thank you for 
this interview. 





rr report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 


is prohitated without permission of the copyright owners 











4 INTER-EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 


Gonzalez Views EU Expansion as Lithuania Applies 


LD1112212195 Moscow ITAR-TASS ir. English 
2108 GMT 11 Dec 95 


[By Anatoli Medvedenko} 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Madrid, December |! (ITAR- 
TASS) - Lithuanian Foreign Minister Povilas Gilis 
today visited the Foreign Ministry of Spain, which is 
president of the European Union (EU) until the end of 
thi year, to file Lithuania's application for membership 


said in a recent interview. No one has been at work 
on the expansion strategy and criteria, Gonzalez said. 
He pointed out that the admission process, including 
adaptation, would be made to be at least 15 years. 


Gonzalez also said the enlargement would dictate con- 
siderable changes within the EU. Astronomic funds 
ich the changes would require may Cause serious 


EU Presidency Slows Down Dialogue With Cuba 


BRI112144198 Madrid EL PAIS in Spanish 
11 Dec 95 p? 


{Report by Xavier Vidal-Folch: “Spain Accepts Slower 
Pace for Discussing EU Agreement With Cuba’) 


[FBIS Translated Text) Brussels — The Spanish EU 
presidency has accepted imparting a slower pace to the 
dialogue with Cuba in order to reach a cooperation 
agreement with the only Latin American country lacking 
one. The EU wants this agreement to help the current 
process of economic reforms of Fidel Castro's regime 
and boost its political liberalization. Contrary to what 
was expected, the Council of Foreign Ministers avoided 
discussing 4 December the latest report drawn up by the 
Community troika, postponing the decision to open the 
formal negotiation on the agreement. 

The delay has caused surprise in diplomatic and Com- 
munity circles because the Spanish presidency has been 
a great champion of the agreement, even before starting 
to act as such. Foreign Minister Javier Solana began to 
promote it in May. 


Z 
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Next, 28 June, the Commission approved Vice President 
Manuel Marin’s “communication.” which outlined the 
path toward the cooperation agreement. The Fifteen sent 
the troika — Germany, Italy, and Spain — to the island 
for an initial discussion with its leaders, which took 
place 4-10 December. The group, headed by Spain's 
Yago Pico de Coana, submitted its report to the Union's 
Foreign Policy Group and its Political Committee, 
in which it pointed out the need for cooperation in 
order to facilitate the economic reform and influence 
Castroism’s political evolution. The former approved it. 
The latter “took note,” because Germany put forward a 
reservation: “Dialogue, yes; cooperation, no.” 


Once these procedures had been gone through, i only 
remained for the Council to discuss this 4 December, as 
an essential preliminary step for the Fifteen’s giving the 
Commission a mandate for negotiating with Cuba. In the 
end, the presidency did not place the item of Cuba on the 
agenda. According to various sources, this was duc to 
the fact that “Spain wanted to prevent the pressure from 
the Jnited States from increasing.” Christopher had just 
emphasized at the Madnd Euro-Atlantic summit that 
although the United States and Cuba share “the same 
aim” for Cuba, they practice “different policies,” and 
the U.S. Congress recently approved the Helms-Burton 
bill, which demands the strengthening of the embargo 
on the island. Moreover, 4 December was the eve of 
Solana’s confirmation as NATO secretary general 


Highly placed Foreign Ministry sources emphatically 
deny that the “U.S. factor” was the cause of the 
discussion’s postponement. Diplomat Jorge Descallar 
“proposed to the COPO that it endorse the report, but 
Germany was opposed, and so forcing the discussion 
would have been precipitate,” they explained. This 
Cautious attitude toward the matter of Cuba “contrasts 
with the acceleration which the Spanish presidency has 
imparted to all the other matters on its agenda’ — the 
agreement with Morocco, the Euro-Mediterrancan pact, 
or the EU-U.S. New Transatlantic Agenda — other 
diplomatic sources emphasize. 


They also stress that the German reservation was 
surmouptable, since “Chancellor Kehl has just visited 
Vietnani,” a country with democratic shoricomings 
similar to those of Cuba and with which the Union has 
jut signed a similar agreeraent, “and has returned very 
satisfied.” 


The EU believes that these agreements do not consoli- 
date totalitarian regimes but “open up areas of freedom 
in them and facilitate their transformation. It has even 
signed others with Pinochet's Chile and with the South 
Africa of apartheid. 
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EU Still Seeking New EIB Loan Guarantee System 
BROI12153395 Brussels EUROPEAN VOICE 

in English 30 Nov-6 Dec 95 p 30 

(Unattributed article: “Ministers Postpone Decision on 
EIB Loans”) 

{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The European favest Bank 
{EIB} is to investigate ways of maintaining its heavy 
lending load outside the EU without breaching the 
budgetary ceilings set by the 1992 Edinburgh summit. 
Unable to reach a deal on reducing the budget guarantee 


This has been caused by the fact chat the EU's loan 
guarantee fund, which requires a provision for each new 
loan or guarantee by the Union, will breach its ceiling 
in 1997 and effectively cap lending. 

At their October meeting, ministers decided to deal with 
the problem by reducing the budget suarantee which 
underwrites loans made by the EIB in 60 countries 
outside the EU. 


At the moment, the bank receives a 100 percent 


guarantee from losses caused by default on repayments 
and those would have to be cut to 75 percent. 


The EIB lent 2.25 billion ecu abroad in 1994 and has 
warned that some solutions could threaten the high- 
quality loan status it receives from financial market 
rating agencies. 
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Any aliempt, for example, to remove the ‘global’ 
guarantee thal ensures against country default and to 
relate it to specific regions or projects would increase 
EIB’s exposure to risk. 


Since the bank raises funds for loans and guaranices 
directly from the capital markets, with 14 billion ecu 
borrowed just last year, it does not want to pay higher 
interest rates for its funds. 


EU finance ministers agreed this week to urge both 
the EIB and the Commission to consider different 
possibilities and their effects on the risk profile of the 
bank and then decide on a new system sometime next 
year. Meanwhile, the existing s,s:em will remain. 


The Spanish presidency had hoped for a deal on a 
transitional system which would allow decisions to be 


taken on the next round of loan guarantees to be agreed 
for Central and Eastern Europe and the Moditcrranecan 
States in the spring. 


Last year, the countries of Eastern Europe received 
almost | billion ecu and Asia and Latin America 200 
million ecu from EIB. 


However, the Netherlands and the UK opposed this. 
“Some countries feared that if we made this into 
a transitional system, it could secome more or less 


permanent,” said a diplomat at the talks. 


“lt wouldn't make much sense to have a transitional 
system,” said another. “The whole point is to clarify 
things before you decide on new guarantees.” 
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lran‘s Sarmadi Meets Government, Religious 


Leaders 

Discusses Relations 
LDO812154495 Tehran IRNA in English 
1427 GMT 8 Dec 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Vienna, Dec. &, IRNA — 
Iran's deputy foreign minister in public relation affairs, 
Morteza Sarmadi, heic talks here Thursday evening with 
Austrian deputy foreign minister, Wolfgang Schalen- 


The topic of their talks included bilateral relations, the 
Balkans. and the issue of Bosnia-Herzegovina. 


Schalenberg, praising iran for its initiative on inter- 
religion dialogue, further stressed on the need for 


Sarmadi added that Europe which failed to assist the 
Bosnian people during the unjust and imposed war 
should also take part in the reconstruction. 

Urges Unified Front on Bosnia 
LD0812144695 Tehran IRNA in English 
1419 GMT 8 Dec 95 


[PBIS Transcribed Text] Vienna, Dec. 8, IRNA — 
The visiting Iranian deputy foreign minister, Morteza 


AUSTRIA 
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Koenig noting the uniqueness of God which was ac- 
cepted by devine religions, also called on Muslims and 
Christians to get together and forget thei differences. 


The cardinal, who is one of Austria's most influential 
religious and political authorives, underlined the necd 
for inter-religion dialogue, and called for promouon of 
such contacts between Iran and Austria. 


Economic Expert Says EU Subsidics ‘vot Fully Used 
AU1212071595 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 
11 Dec 9S pl 


[Report by Wolfgang Bochm: “EU Balance Sheet for 
1995: 3 Billion Given Away’) 


[FBIS Translated Text} Vienna — Instead of the esti- 
mated 17 billion Austrian schilings, Austria only got 10 
billion schillings back from the EU this year. It is truc 
that the contribution to the EU budget has gone down, 
but criticism is mounting that compenies, and especially 
the authorities have been too “lax” in their efforts to get 
EU subsidies. 


In an interview with DIE PRESSE, economic researcher 
Fritz Breuss mainly blamed public institutions. As an 
example, Breuss mentioned the Science Ministry, where 
EU programs have not been sufficiently used. Part of 
the 7 billion schillings will flow back to Austria with a 
delay next year. “But we have simply given away some 
3 billion.” 


Yet, Austria had to pay less to the EU than had been 
estimated last year. Instead of the estimated 28 billion, 
contributions were only 25.6 billion schillings. 


The total financial burden that EU membership placed 
on the federal and provincial governments was 48.5 bil- 
hon schillings. Apart from the membership contribution, 
this contains transition subsidies — mainly for farmers 
— and income losses from taxes. This means a 33.1- 
billion burden on the federal budget, while the provinces 
covered 15.4 billion, Breuss said. 


The Finance Ministry is trying to reassure people, saying 
that the amounts flowing back will be much higher in 
1996. There will be some 30 billion in contributions and 
21 billion in return flow next year. 
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also lies in the need to find the means to deal with the 
challenge of an aging population.” 


mean becoming an adherent of ‘single thinking.” (...) 


“Buropean monetary union is simply one more good 
reason to do what must be done in any event.” 


Netherlands 


Van Dok Save TAFTA ‘Goes Too Far’ 


BRI212095295 ithe Hague ECONOMISCHE ZAKEN 
in Dutch 1 Dec 95 P 6 


[Unattributed report: “Van Dok Rejects TAFTA’| 


([FBIS Translated Excerpt) State Secretary of Economic 
Affairs Van Dok is not an advocate of the free trade 
area between the EU and the United States. She fears 
that TAFTA (Transatlantic Pree Trade Arca) will be 
harmful to international free trade and the development 
of emerging economues. In that case there ts the danger 
that trade relations will be governed by the right of 
the strongest rather than by the multilaceral rules of che 
game,” the politician said at the Global Pancl seminar 
held in The Hague last week 


Sir Leon Brittan. European commissioner respons ic 
for toreign trade, said recently that the TAFTA «dea 
between the EU and the United States ws very reach 
alive and that “mayor differences of opmmon’ within the 
EU about this problem “have been solved.” [passage 
omitted] In The Hague Van Dok claimed that she was 
an »Gvocate of the Transatlantic action plan aiming 
to strengthen political and economic relations between 
the EU and the United States, although she also made 
it clear that a development toward TAFTA goes too 
far. “1 think that the Buropean member states and 
the United States would better share their powers to 
make the multilateral free trade system (of the WTO 
[World Trade Organization]) as strong as possible.” The 
completion of the Uruguay Round for a further freeing 
of world trade about one and a half years ago does 
not mean that the WTO member states can now rest 
om their laurels, the official stated. She pleaded for the 
entry of countries such as Russia and China “under 
the right circumstances” and a better anticipation of 
economic developments instead of making policy by 
“ooking into the rear view mirror” as it had heen in 
the past, according to the secretary of state. In addition, 
according 1) Van Dok, the WTO has to draft multilateral 
rules for investments “because they have been lacking 
thus far” 


Need for More Budget Cuts for EMU Discussed 


BROBI21SS99S Amsterdam DE VOLKSKRANT 
in Dutch 7 Dec 9S p? 


[Unattributed report: “Cuts for Monetary Union Divide 
Coalition’ | 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The Hague — The coalition 
parties D66 [Democrats 66] and VVD [People’s Party 
for Freedom and Democracy|] want Finance Minister 
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Zalm to make billions of guilders of extra cuts in 1997 


This emerged on Wednesday (6 December) during con - 
sultations in Parliament about EMU. The Netherlands 
Government debt (currently nearly 79 percent of GDP) 
is still too high for it to be allowed to take part in mon- 
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PvdA deyuty Van der Plocg wants the cabinct to 
implement the governmental accord and icave it 2 that 
Zaim said the accord mentioned no targe: figures, but 
indicated only that once a financial deficit of 2.7 percent 
‘enough for EMU) had been reached, then there should 
‘mee “gain be further talks. Zalm said thai se tad 
Sere’ e full room for maneuver to do more, and that 
i’hament was free to reject that. What exactly will be 
in the 1997 budget “1 will reveal in September 1996," 
he said. 

“The PvdA is concerned about the abuse of the EMU 
Criteria in the discussion on employment, for cxampic,” 
said Van der Ploeg. He wanted the cabinet to pu: 
more moncy into employment in years to come, instead 
of further reductions of the deficit and detu. “The 
EMU criteria are political, subjective criteria. From an 
economic point of view they are poorly founded, he 
said. [passage omitted) 
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Rifkind Discusses IGC, Schengen, Other kesves 


BRI112170195 Madrid EL PAIS in Spanish 
10 Dec 95 pt 


[Imterview with Foreign Secretary Malcolm Rifland by 
Xavier Vidal-Foich in London; date not given: “We 
Want a Diverse Europe With More Cooperation” | 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt) [passage omitted) [Vidal- 
Folch] The results of the Reflection Group for the 
reform of Maastricht have been received with pessimism 
by some: You disagree on almost all the points. 


{Rifkind} We do not believe in the qualified majority 
Nobody is thinking of a Maastricht Il, or of dramatic 
changes to the treaty. Just a few institutional touch-ups 
need to he made. 


[Vidal-Foich] At the summit will you continue to block 
— as you have done so far — the declaration against 
racism and xenophobia’ 

[Rifkind] At the last General Affairs Council | was 
very pleased that my Froach counterpart acknowledged 
that the United Kingdom has always been the European 
leader in legislation on this matter, secking a balance 
between freedem of expression and the need to prevent 
racism. | believe thai there are good prospects of Madrid 
resolving this matter, but we must ensure that we are not 
forced to introduce constitutional reforms which upset 
this balance. 

[Vidal-Foich] Why do you continue to reject the free 
movement of people? Why do you continue to stay on 
the sidelines of the Schengen Agreement’ 

[Rifkind] We do not have a problem with freedom of 
movement for European citizens. But we are concerned 
about citizens of third countries entering the Buropean 
Union and then slipping into the United Kingdom. |! 
understand those countries that only have land borders. 
but we are an island and we must ensure that controls 


on drug-trafficking, terrorism, and illegal immigration 
remain effective. 


[ Vidal-Foich}] Chirac and Kohl recently envisaged ex- 
tending the majority vote in the Council, with a view 
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to the EU's enlargement. You ae hesitant to limut the 
right of veto. 


[Rifkind] Must we change the institutions hecause acw 
members are joining’? Let us be clear. The requirement 
for unanimity did not prevent European integration, 
although it may have slowed it down. It did not prevent 
agreement being reached on the Single Act or the 
Maastricht Treaty. The Community has grown from six 
to 15 members, and it still works. Why would the entry 
of new members mean that it has to be changed’ 


[Vidal-Folch] You are charged with taking advantage 
of enlargement toward the East to dissolve the common 
pohcres. 


[Rifkind] ht ts crucially important that the common 
agricultural policy and the structural funds be reformed. 
and that we comply with the GATT obligations so 
that our currency does not go to waste. Moreover 
enlargement will not happen overmght. Spain and 
Portugal negotiated for six years 

[Vidal-Foich} Felipe Gonzaier and others think the" 
enlargement will cost money if we wish to mamtain 
cohesion. Are you prepared for this’ 


{Rifkind} We are at the beginning of the process. there 
will have to be negotiations. Now, a budget imercase 
means that national contributions will rise. 


{Vidal-Foich] Prec 
contribution” 


[Rifkind) You already know the answer 
[Vidal-Folch] Are you still proud of your isolationism’ 


[Rifkind] We suffered from isolabonmm for years. ht 
does not bother us to carry on, as long as the reasons 
are sound and our citizens benefit 


[Vidal-Folch] So, broadening the EU withowt first 
deepening it? 


[Rifkind) It depends what you mean by deepenimeg 
Enlargement will take time. If things go smoothly, 
Poland and the Crech Republic will have five or six 
years of negotiations, followed by cight or 10 years 
of transitional period. A generation will be needed 
to wmplant the single market. Europe has never been 
uniform. If were to become uniform one day, then 
that would be sad. We want a diverse Europe, with 
more Cooperation 


| Vidal-Foich| Some people are saying that the 1IGC will 
only be a success if t concludes when there is a Labor 
government in London 


[Rifkind| The Labor Party long advocated leaving the 
EU. The IGC begins in epring. ht will not be a very 


isely: Would you reconsider Britain's 
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dramatic conference, as was the case al Maastricht, and 
therefore it will not be very long. At least I hope so, 
although I am not worried about it. 


some among the “chattering classes" may be bored with 
the “new Labour, new Britain” theme, the public at large 
is “still coming to terms with it still getting used to it”. 


detract from the clarity of his overall mission. He recaps 
on the three-sided approach. 

First, in the economic sphere, it is about “equipping peo- 
ple and business for massive global and technological 
change”, which he distinguishes from both the “rampant 
laissez-faire” doctrines of the new right and the “cen- 
tralised economic planning” of the old left. 


Second, there is a “one nation” approach to social cohe- 
sion, based on reform of the welfare state, “rebuilding 
strong public services” and confronting the problem of 
“an underclass set apart from the rest of society”. He 
again makes the distinction: this is neither new right 
“indifference to social breakdown” nor the old left's lim- 
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itless expansion of public spending and rights without 
responsibilities. 

And the third element is a “new politics” to bring 
government “closer to the people” which contrasts with 
the right’s hostility to constitutional change and the old 
left's addiction to all-powerful central goverrment. 


It is about the third of these — how to change the 
very nature of British party politics — that Mr Blair 
is keenest to talk today. But just how solid are his 
credentials here? After all, the Commons is still a bear- 
garden, and Labour-Lib Dem co-operation is in one 
of its grumpily sluggish phases — not least because 
the Labour leader himself has resolutely refused to 
shift from his position that he is “not persuaded of 
the case” for Commons clectoral reform. Indeed, ‘t is 
‘ike stripping paint with your bare fingernails to get 
the Labour leader to expand on how he would handle 
the commitment inherited from John Smith to hold a 
referendum on proportional representation. 


Mr Biair clearly believes that since there is such a 
large constitutional agenda on which Labour's goals are 
shared with the Liberal Democrats, the “understandable” 
importance Paddy Ashdown's party attaches to PR 
should not be allowed to become a barrier. But he 
does give the faintest hint of how a PR referendum 
might work. And that hint comes after a conversation 
on the matter of a referendum on monetary union. 
Were an EMU (European Monetary Union] referendum 
to take place under a Labour government, Mr Blair 
maintains, he does not envisage allowing any breach of 
collective cabinet responsibility — no repeat of 1975, 
when Harold Wilson permitted cabinet ministers to 
campaign according to their own views on European 
membership. 


What, then, about a PR referendum? “It could be argued 
that PR is a slightly different case because there has 
been an ongoing debate in the party and many positions 
have been taken.” 


And as Prime Minister he himself would take a view 
when the time came. Ever cautious he stressed the party 
was nowhere near a decision on this, but it just might 
mean that Mr Blair would allow Robin Cook and other 
cabinet colleagues who supported PR to campaign for 
it, even if he personally was against it. 


Nevertheless, this still leaves the question of what's new 
on the political reform flank. Well, two issues certainly 
are, key proposals in areas neglected by many middle- 
class constitutional reform junkies: local government 
and the workings of Parliament itself. 


At the centre of his thinking on the Commons is a 
genuinely radical transformation of Prime Minister's 
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Question Time from its twice weekly, 15-minute role 
of purveyor of ready-made confrontational soundbites 
to the TV networks, into a cooler, longer (half-hour), 
once-weekly session that actually adds to the sum of 
political knowledge. 

Some questions would be notified in advance, to en- 
courage more informative replies, the Opposition leader 
would retain the ability to ask impromptu searching 
questions on topics of the day. “There needs to be an 
acceptance that questions should genuinely hold minis- 
ters to account and elicit information.” 


He points out that ai present most of the questions put 
to government ministers by their own side, especially 
at Prime Minister's Question Time, are actually about 
the Opposition. “It's not that you are not going to 
be able to ask hard questions, but there is all the 
difference between hard questioning and personally 
abusive exchanges,” he says. 


In other words a changed system won't necessarily 
give a prime minister an easier ride; rather, a more 
publicly edifying one. In this respect, Mr Blair is going 
much further than the Commons Select Commitice on 
Procedure’s current proposals for reform of Question 
Time. 

An important side-effect is that, as the first prime 
minister likely to benefit from a new system, Mr Blair 
will still be able to use Question Time as a lever over 
ministerial departments: if he is to be put on the spot 
every week, he can justly demand that they keep him 
fully briefed on what they are up to. 


So what about local councils? He is passionate when 
he says he is a “big believer” in the revival of local 
government, “which at its best is highly effective and 
highly imaginative”. 

The stripping of councils’ responsibilities have “trag- 
ically” put many people off even considering becom- 
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ing councillors. But Mr Blair is clearly warming to a 
proposal that, he believes could inject real life into lo- 
cal government although it may annoy many council- 
lors. This is the notion of directly elected mayors. It is, 
he says, referring explicitly to President Chirac’s back- 
ground as Mayor of Paris and the importance of big 
city mayors in the United States, “essential that you 
have people of high calibre in all parts of the political 
firmament”. 


And this is very much part of Mr Blair's pitch: “I'm 
very worried about the calibre of people going into 
every levei cf politics. It's not surprising people go off 
politics. A large majority of people, Labour and Tory, 
come into politics for good and decent motives. But the 
process is harming the way that politics develops.” 


This emphasis on political change is of a piece with 
what Mr Blair increasingly argues differentiates him 
from one-nation Tories, as well as those on the new 
right. Although there may be some overiap in ideas, 
Labour he maintains, has given the political centre 
a “new ideology’, and stands for transformation and 
renewal; while one-nation Conservatives - however 
commendably — are about conserving in all spheres, 
from the welfare state to the political process. 


Each Sunday evening, virtually the whole Labour Party 
is tuning into The Wilderness Years, BBC2's series on 
the party's long march back to electability. Mr Blair 
believes this series will, for most party members, help to 
validate the changes made under his leadership. But he 
is characteristically wary of what he thinks may be the 
conclusion to the series: “If the final thesis is, as l expect 
it will be, that we've betrayed everything for power, 
that’s intellectually very sloppy.” And as he flew back 
from Vienna last night, he seemed supremely confident 
of proving it wrong. 
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U.S. Reportedly Withdraws Nuclear Arms in Secret 


AU1112120795 Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German 
1] Dec 95 pis 
(Unattributed report: “Deposits Cleared”] 
(FBIS Translated Excerpt] In strict secrecy, the United 
States is withdrawing nuclear weapons from Germany. 
At the Bundeswehr air bases in Memmingen/Aligacu 
and Noervenich near Cologne, the closely guarded spe- 
cial deposits in which atom bombs for German Tor- 
nado fighter aircraft were stored were cleared recently. 
The last few U.S. guards will return home soon. The 
only nuclear weapons for German aircraft will be left 
in Buechel in the Eifel. In three of the six Tornado 
squadrons of the Luftwaffe, 10 to 15 aircraft were oper- 
ationally ready to fly nuclear sorties; according to U.S. 
one atom bomb each for every aircraft was kept 
under lock and key. [passage omitted) 


In order to ensure the right of co-decision on NATO's 
nuclear planning, Defense Minister Ruche wants the 
pilots of ali three squadrons to continue to exercise the 
dropping of weapons of mass destruction. 


Tietmeyer Says EMU Must Include France, 
Germany 


LD1012100595 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 
0700 GMT 10 Dec 95 


{FBIS Translated Text) Cologne (DDP/ADN) — Bun- 
desbank President Hans Tietmeyer takes the view that 
the European Monetary Union [EMU] will have a 
chance of lasting success only if France and Germany 
dent on each another due to their geographical position 
meyer said on Deutschiandfunk radio on Sunday [De- 
cember 10]. Without wanting to speculate on the third 
Stage of monetary union being delayed or not, he said 
he could not imagine monetary union happening in Eu- 
rope without the participation of Germany and France. 


In the opinion of the Bundesbank president, further 
measures are needed to ensure that the participants in 
a monetary union maintain “lasting fiscal discipline.” 
Although the fiscal monitoring provided for in the 
Maastricht Treaty is an important starting point, the 
procedure has turned out to be “too soft.” For this 
reason Tietmeyer supports the Stability Pact proposed 
by German Finance Minister Theo Waigel. 


Tietmeyer’s main expectation of the summit meeting of 
EU heads of state and government in Madrid is that 
decisions will be taken on how to effect the transition 


to a single European currency and what to call the 
Burocurrency. 





FBIS-WEU-95-238 
12 December 1995 


Ruehe Says Bosnia Operation Helps NATO 
Expansion 

LD1212101895 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 
0211 GMT 12 Dec 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] Berlin (DDP/ADN) — In the 
view of German Defense Minister Volker Ruche, the 
joint operation of NATO units, Russian troops and 
troops from other former Warsaw Pact countries in the 
peace force on the Balkans will increase the chances of 
the planned eastward expansion of NATO. 


This operation will make the formula of a new NATO 
a reality that even “the skeptical Russians can experi- 
ence”, Ruche told “BERLINER MORGENPOST  news- 
paper (Tuesday edition). 


The Bosnia peace force brings decisive progress to the 
planned new European security structure after the end 
of the Cold War, Ruche said. The Russians, who until 
recently have strictly rejected any eastward expansion 
of NATO, can now experience the new relationship 
between their country and NATO. They are secing that 
it is not the old NATO that wants to expand, Ruche 
said. 


Therefore Ruehe thinks it possible that - following a 
specific dialogue next year and subsequent negotiations 
— the first East European countries, like Poland, the 
Czech Republic and Hungary, could join NATO around 
the year 2000. 


Bonn, Prague Avoid Implementing Compromises 
AU1112151795 Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German 
11 Dec 9S pp 33-34 


[Unattributed report: “German Card’ | 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Stagnation between Bonn 
and Prague: The diplomats have negotiated compro- 
mises, but the governments do not dare implement them. 
[passage omitted] 


For months, State Secretary Peter Hartmann of the 
Foreign Ministry in Bonn and Czech Deputy Foreign 
Minister Alexandr Vondra in confidential talks have 
worked out a joint statement to be adopted by both 
countries’ parliaments. 


What the diplomats agreed upon was not leaked to 
the outside world, which is unusual for Bonn. They 
even found solid compromises for most of the un- 
solved German-Czech problems. Strictly speaking, a 
joint youth program could be created and a foundation 
of both countries established to pay compensation for 
surviving Czech victims of Nazism. 
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ever, Prague and Bonn are having a hard time doing 
so. The oft demonstrated goodwill does not reach far 

give effect to “the truth and the full truth 
again and again,” as Federal President Roman Herzog 
has 


Czech head of government Vaclav Klaus must be 
concerned about left-wing and right-wing extremists 


The almost conspiratorial circumstances in which Hart- 
mann and Vondra were negotiating has created addi- 
tional distrust. “The parliaments have been bypassed,” 
says Jaroslav Ortman, group chairman of the Left-Wing 
Bloc in the Czech parliament. “If a statement is to make 
sense at all, it must at least be discussed on the broadest 
possible basis.” 

Franz Neubauer, chairman of the Sudeten German Or- 
ganization, also felt discriminated against. “In the Bun- 
destag, all the political parties promised that we would 
be involved in the talks, but nothing has happened.” 
Fortunately for him, Neubauer can rely on the CSU. 
“For us, the right of a homeland is the most important 
thing,” he says. “In addition, the inhuman Benes decrees 
must be declared null and void" — those decrees of the 
Czechoslovak postwar president, Eduard Benes, which 


legalized the expropriation and expulsion of more than 
3 million Germans after 1945. 


Bavarian Minister-President Edmund Stoiber, CSU, 
agreed, saying that he did “not understand that the 
present democratic Czech government refuses specifi- 
cally to distance itself from these decrees.” 


However, there is no one in Prague to discuss the 
expellees’ vines. There, the more than 100 decrees 
are considered a juridical foundation of the postwar era. 
“We do not see any reason to discuss our laws with the 
Germans,” says Milos Zeman, group chairman of the 
Czech Social Democrats. “After all, we do not interfere 
in their legislation.” 
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In addition, he says, the “transfer” of the German people 
after the end of the war had been decided al the 
Potsdam conference of the victorious powers in July 
1945. However, the Social Democrats did regret the 
“excesses” — the murder, rapes, and terror — at that 
time. But it should be remembered that Czechoslovakiz 
was Hitler's first victim. 


This is what most Czechs feel. In a representative poll, 
68 percent of those interviewed described the expulsion 
of the Sudeten Germans as “justified retaliation” for 
the injustice suffered; only 16 percent considered it 
an “unfair violent act.” Approximately 80 percent of 
Czechs fear that the Sudeten Germans will insist on the 
return of their confiscated property. 


Thus President Vaclav Havel can be sure of his compa- 
triots’ consent if he says that “an end should be ~"t to” 
Sudeten German claims for rights or property, “whi” 
are unrealistic anyway and cannot be implemented.” His 
foreign minister, Josef Zieleniec, is missing a “basic for- 
mulation” in the planned joint statement, which should 
say that the problems of the past should not burden fu- 
ture relations. 


“We must simply admit that both sides have their own 
truths,” Vaclav Zak, a liberal politician and former 
parliamentary deputy speaker says, recommending pa- 
tience. The time to the elections is too short to conduct 
the necessary public discussion on the past. “Playing the 
German card in the election campaign would be disas- 
trous.” 


What could happen in such a case became clear in 
the summer when an obscure letter was spread a 
thousandfold in Czechia. The leaflet, in Czech and 
signed H. Kohli" and “T. Waigel,” told a story about a 
secret agreement. 


The Germans, it said, intended to support massively the 
conservative government in Prague; in return, Prime 
Minister Klaus would, if re-elected, offer the Sudeten 
Germans dual citizenship and return their confiscated 


property. 


The letter was a forgery, but it did, however, have an 
effect. It is true that Czech right-wing extremists were 
soon exposed as the authors; nonetheless, hysteria broke 
out. Special investigators searched for the initiators and 
members of parliament were called back from their 
vacation for a special session. 


Last week, this wild pamphlet appeared in many mail- 
boxes again — this time, in German. 
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Herzog Promise: Latvia Support on EU 
Membership 

LD1112124595 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 
1156 GMT 11 Dec 95 


{FBIS Translated Text] Berlin (DDP\ADN) — German 
President Roman Herzog has promised Latvia continued 
support from Germany. The Federal Republic supported 
sincerely Latvia's wish for membership of the European 
Union, Herzog said today at a luncheon given in honor 
of Latvian President Guntis Ulmanis in Bellevue Palace, 
Berlin. Germany would also provide help for setting up 
democratic- constitutional and free market structures. 


Herzog also called for the flourishing and cooperative 
development of relations between Latvia and Russia. 
Russia would “take her legitimate place” as regards 
the cohesion of the European continent, he emphasized. 
Relations between the Baltic states and Russia “continue 
to be an important element in the stability of the whole 
of Europe”. 

Earlier the German President had welcomed with mil- 
itary honors the Latvian head of state who arrived 
in Berlin for a four-day visit to Germany. The Lat- 
vian president will be conducting talks with German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl (CDU) [Christian Democratic 
Union] and German Economy Minister Guenter Rexrodt 
(FDP) [Free Democratic Party] in Born on Tuesday. 


Embarrassing Data on Plutonium Deal Revealed 


AU1212114295 Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German 
11] Dec 95 pp 37-38 


(Unattributed report: “Better a Little, But Soon”) 


[FBIS Translated Text] Embarrassing for the Federal 
—— ea An agent chats frankly on 
the plutonium deal 

Agent No. V 77 188, cover name “Rafa” or “Lolita,” was 
the BND’s pride. Because he had shown “dedication 
and was ready to risk his life,” he was commended 
several times. With bonuses of up to 25,000 marks, 
the BND rewarded the Spanish ex-policeman’s “special 
performance readiness.” 


“intelligence liaison,” as such a liaison man is 
— is the key figure of 
. In August last year, 363.4 
cae of phnetah 290 the material for the atom 
bomb, was flown from Moscow to Munich on board a 
Lufthansa plane. Minister of State Bernd Schmidbauer 
then assessed the arrest of the three smugglers as a “big 
success.” Without Rafa, nothing would have happened. 


The liaison man, who has an inclination for dramatic 
appearances, drew much attention again last week. The 
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Chancellor's Office was informed almost hourly on the 
Spaniard’s testimony before the plutonium investigation 
committee in Bonn. “It is not going well,” Ministerialrat 
August Hanning told his people following a number 
of reports from the parliament building. This was an 
understatement. 


Rafa admitted that the smuggling last summer had been 
staged by the BND with the help of the Bavarian Land 
Office of Criminal Investigation. Months <fore the 
operation, the authorities knew that the plutonium had 
yet to be procured in Russia. At least a week before 
it was smuggled, the people involved knew that the 
material would arrive by plane from Moscow. Rafa: 
“We all knew what we were doing. Your government 
was informed.” 


When it became clear that it would take longer to pro- 
cure and transport the originally envisaged four kilo- 
grams of plutonium, BND man Willi Liesmann (alias 
Michael Brandon alias Willy Weitzel alias Karsten) of 
Department 11 A for drugs and moncy laundering had 
urged him to hurry: Better less, but soon, “that would be 
a good point for the party in the elections.” Rafa added: 
“For the party that always wins.” In September 1994, 

elections were held in Bavaria. The Christian 
Social Union [CSU] won, as always. 


Rafa and his old buddy Roberto, BND agent No. V 
77 181, started the bomb story in Madrid in the carly 
summer of 1994. They found a few crooks who wanted 
to pull some very big job. 


Rafa persuaded the crooks to bring the material from 
Moscow to Munich, where police are still functioning, 
as a BND official reportedly told him, because the 
service itself was not permitted to make an arrest, since 
it was a bureaucratic apparatus. 


“But why did it all happen in Germany?” Commitice 
Chairman Gerhard Friedrich (CSU) asked innocently 
“Because | was working for the BND,” the agent Rata 
said who received a monthly pay of DM2,430.55 net, 


plus expenses. 


In July 1995, the Munich Regional Court sentenced 
the three nuclear smuggicrs two Spaniards and a 
Colombian — to prison tc everal years. A month 
later, Munich prosecutor uegmann filed a note. 


“There is the suspicion, stigator wrote, that the 
BND agent with the cover name of Rafa “did not tel! 
the truth” on cight points in the Munich plutonium trial 
Preliminary investigations would be instituted on Rafa. 


“The BND forced me to lie,” Rafa told DER SPIEGEL 
weeks ago in Madrid. l was prepared in detail for my 
testimony in the trial.” 
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The BND had, for insiance, told him not to say that the 
material had at first to be procured from Russia. The 
BND wanted the story to be spread that there was a 
plutonium market in Europe, from which dubious buyers 
could help themselves as they pleased. 

He was also told, Rafa said, not to say that the 
authorities were informed carly on about the upcoming 
air transport of the bomb material. “My family and | 
were threatened by the BND,” he told DER SPIEGEL. 
Thereupon he no longer felt bound by the promise of 
secrecy that he had signed before a Munich notary. 
“They have exploited me ruthlessly.” 


Wild stories about a wild case. CSU man Friedrich 
was so much impressed by Rafa’s story before the 
investigation Committee that he insisted that it was true. 
In May the BND was still saying that its staff member 
in Madrid was “serious” and “credible.” A BND man in 
recent days was even worried that the Spanish hero had 
been “shamelessly misused and exploited.” 

It is a fact that Rafael Ferreras Fernandez, 42, as Rafa’s 
real name is, is a desperado, a “free entrepreneur” in a 
dubious scene hunting for premiums — yesterday drugs, 
today nuclear materials. A character as from a thriller, 
black hair with blond streaks and a pigtail, a ring in his 
ear, and bodyguards in his entourage. 


But it was not the appearance in Bonn of agent V 77 188 
that plunged the BND into a deep crisis. It was rather 
the other way around: The service intended to utilize the 
plutonium case as proof that its work was still necessary. 
Following the Cold War, the BND has been rolling 
along without a clear mandate, without recognition. The 
BND has approximately 6,000 staff members and costs 
more than 700 million marks. The logic was that there 
had to be new dangers and new responsibilities. 


Under its weak president, Konrad Porzner, the BND 
has also become a breeding ground for all sorts of 
rumors and denunciations. Controversies are often as 
ridiculous as rivalries in clubs. Civilians plot against 
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the military, procurement employees against cngincers, 
all of them together against the allegedly incapabic 
monitors. Because of the plutonium, there is fratricidal 
war in Pullach. 


What matters meanwhile is no longer only “the harm 
done to the office of the coordinator in the Chancellor's 
Office,” an employee wrote on 8 May to BND President 
Konrad Porzner (Social Democratic Party of Germany) 
who is overburdened. “What matters is the harm done 
to your office and your person, and the damage done to 
the BND as an institution.” 


The president took notice and continued to watch the 
wild activity. 

One of the main players in the bomb story, agent Willi 
Liesmann, whom the public prosecutors are investigat- 
ing on suspicion of having given false evidence, is look- 
ing forward to his promouon to a higher grade. The atom 
activists were formally commended. 


For his services, the Spaniard Rafa has allegedly re- 
ceived DM162,422.53 since | June 1994, removal costs 
and other expenses included. Rafa says “this is a lic.” 
The five-digit sums allegedly paid were apparently em- 
bezzied. The signatures on some of the receipts did not 
come from him, they were “forged.” 


To crown his story, Agent 77 188 dished up an enigma 
for the investigation Committee in Bonn. The people 
trying to discover the truth should not look for the 
guilty person at grassroots level. but rather “at the top,” 
because in one of the many mectings, an interlocutor 
had been introduced to him by the BND people as a 
“minister.” 

However, Rafa could only give a vague description of 
the mysterious strange: “Tall, birthmark, with a nervous 
twitch in one eye.” 


For this, Committee Chairman Friedrich showed laconic 
understanding, too: “Yes, the nervousness — that is 
what many people retain.” 
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16 FRANCE 


He thanked France's allies, including President Bons 
Yeltsin. 

mediator since October. This is the prime minister: 
[Begin 


developments every day know very well. [applause] 


their plan to the Euronean Commission to obtain its 
permission, a step that will take a few more weeks. 


Already, however, Acrospatiale has stressed in a press 
release that “this joint decision of France and Germany 


is very important for the structure of the European 
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defense industry. The joint company will be both the 
principal of all Helios Il images and the principal of 
the Horus radar satellite.” It reiterated the fact that 
Dasa, the European leader in satellite radar imagery, 
and Acrospatiale have been working together for more 
than 25 years in aircraft, missiles, and space technology, 
and are already Europe's leading exporters of missiles. 
Cooperation is so advanced in this domain that their 
main rival, Matra, has been forced to admit defeat. 
However, it was stressed that Matra Marconi Space, 
the 51:49 subsidiary of Matra and Britain's GEC, will 
again be the principal for the future infrared observation 
satellite, the French- German Helios Il, as was its 
recently-launched predecessor, Helios I. 


German Leadership Gives Cause for Concern 


One prophet of doom considered: “Dasa will realize that 
the Helios satellite's optical system is manufactured in 
France by its partner, Acrospatiale, and could demand 
more work for the German hali, thereby cutting into 
Matra’s share of the business.” Moreover, he believed 
the German company had already made such a request. 


The government confirms that the marriage in the 
satellite domain between Acrospatiale and Dasa is likely 
to go ahead as planned, with the creation of a $0:50 
company which will however have its head offices 
in Munich and a German managing director. This 
German leadership will inevitably give rise to French 
concerns, with unions and politicians — especially in 
Acrospatiale’s stronghold of Cannes — again claiming 
that French technology is being sold to the Germans. 
This comes at the very time Paris has given Bonn — 
which has publicly expressed its pleasure — guarantees 
of the Maastricht- style economic rigor which has given 
rise to the current social turmoil. 


However, Acrospatiale CEO Louis Gallois has always 
cited the need to maintain a codecisionmaking principle 
and has stressed that France and Acrospatiale cannot 
demand a majority in all their alliances with Germany 
and Dasa. This is already the case in helicopters with 
Eurocopter (where there is a 70:30 split). And in the 
Airbus consortium, while Aerospatiale and Dasa have 
the same share (37.9 percent each), the Freach have 
conserved most of the industrial activity. In missiles, the 
50:50 principle with codecisionmaking will also prevail, 
but the head office and the managing director will both 
fall to the French. Acrospatiale’s management could 
hardly refuse Dasa the opposite scenario in satellites, 
especially since German sales in this sector is slightly 
more than the French (Fr2.9 billion as opposed to Fr2.8 
billion). 
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Aerospatiale Trade Unions Call For Strike 


BR1212102195 Paris AFP in French 
1649 GMT 11 Dec 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] Toulouse, 11 Dec (AFP) — 
The Aerospatiale trade unions, FO [Workers Force], 
CGC [General Confederation of Managerial Person- 
nelj], CFTC [French Confederstion of Christian Work- 
ers}, CGT (General Labor Confederation), and CFDT 
[French Democratic Labor Confederation] have called 
on the staff at the different company sites to go on 
strike on Tuesday [12 December] to protest against the 
expected 3,100 job cuts, of which 1,000 will affect the 
staff in Toulouse, trade union sources said. 


In a communique the trade unions denounced “Aerospa- 
tiale CEO Louis Gallois’ attitude of resignation and sub»- 
mission vis-a-vis the U.S. aeronautical industry and the 


They have urged the workers to “go massively on strike” 
to protest against the planned redundancies and the 
calling into question of th statutes. 


Socialist Deputy Says Juppe To Go ‘Sooner or 
Later’ 
BR1I212120195 Paris AFP in French 


0826 GMT 12 Dec 95 


(FBIS Translated Text) Paris, 12 Dec (AFP) — The 
Socialist Party's Claude Bartolone, deputy for S«ine- 
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Saint-Denis, said on Tuesday [12 December] that “he 
did not foresee a long political future for Alain Juppe 
as prime minister.” 

“Mr. Juppe has beer defending a political and economic 
program which has failed and I am convinced that he 
will be forced to go sooner or later,” Mr. Bartolone 
added. 


Questioned on the censure motica filed by the oppo- 
sition in the National Assembly, Mr. Bartolone said it 
aimed to “show our fellow citizens who are not satis- 
fied with this government that another political line is 
possible.” 

“The first reason for filing a censuse motion is to show 
that there are forces in this coum; which oppose the 
government, both within the National Assembly and 
everywhere cise,” he stated. 
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Dini Reassures Germany About EU Presidency 
LD1112194995 Rome RAI Radio Uno Network 
in halian 1800 GMT 11 Dec 95 


[Conti] I asked Dini whether Kohl had expressed any 
worries about the possibility of a change of government 
during Kaly’s European presidency, give that the calls 
for elections soon are growing. That is, the certainty 
that Dini himself had shown several weeks ago seems 
to have diminished. 


[Begin Dini recording) | have not changed my mind, 
because if there is one thing that | have learned in 


{Conti} The prime minister warned that he foresees a 
debate on the clarification of political positions after 
the approval of the budget between Christmas and New 
Year. 


ITALY 
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Dini Interviewed on Term in Office, Resignation 


LD1112222895 Rome RAI Uno Television Network 
in italian 1948 GMT 11 Dec 95 


{Interview with Prime Minister Lamberto Dini by Enzo 
Biagi in Rome; date not given; from the “Il Fatto” 
program—tecorded] 


{[FBIS Translated Text} [Enzo Biagi] How have you 
spent your time since we last met? 


[Dini] It has been a race, a race full of obstacles, partly 
unforeseen obstacles that arrived in the middle of the 
government's activities, some of them from parliament 
itself, although from the latter the government and 
I personally have received great support and much 
gratification. 

[Biagi] What point have you reached in this race’ 
[Dini] A fairly advanced one. 


[Biagi] There is a quote attributed to both Giolitti 
[politician at the turn of the century) and Mussolini, 
that to govern the Italians is not difficult, it is useless. 
Is that really the case? 


[Dini] | would say no. That it is difficult to govern in 
Italy, yes, because our country is also one where there 
is still much individualism. On the other hand, I stress 
that the Italians want to be governed and want to be 
governed well. 


[Biagi] You have described yourself as a ferryman. 
Where are you headed? 


{Dini} | hope to be able to contribute, in the little time 
that I have before me, to make it possible for us to 
approve in parliament some of the institutional reforms 
that the country truly needs in order to be able to 
function better in the future. 


[Biagi} What have been the most difficult days for your 
government? 


[Dini] The debates in parliament on the question of 
justice, and also those on the no confidence motion in 
October. 


[Biagi] If you could do anything again, would you 
change anything” 


[Dini] Yes, some things, because fundamentally people 
do not know themselves completely — until they find 
a way to discover this — but, no, | would not change 
much. 


[Biagi] Regarding this [pointing to a newspaper], a full 
page headline in today’s IL GIORNALE, let me read 
what it says. An embarrassed silence from the prime 
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minister and ministers after (former Justice Minister 
Filippo} Mancuso asked him not to distort electoral 
competition ‘xs heard]. We insist: Dini tell the truth. As 
long as the 1..ystery continues, the story feeds a series 
of worrying hypotheses. The state's press is silent. As 
we are not the state press, can you tell us something? 
Where are these secrets? 


{Dini} I believe that this is truly exaggerated. It is the 
Classic tempist in a teapot. There are no secrets, or big 
secrets. Some matters were brought to the attention of 
the cabinet and it was considered better not to make 
to discover these secrets, there will be no difficulty on 
the government's part. 

[Biagi] Sorry to insist. Are these secrets terrible ones 
or... 


(Dini, interrupting) No, there is nothing terrible, | said, 
it is a storm in a teacup. 


(Biagi) You are very happy. 
[Dini] Absolutely. | am extremely calm. 


[Biagi) A general in the financial police has said that 
taxes are too high. What do you think? 


[Dini] Maybe the honest citizens are paying too much, 
but our level of tax, in relation to the nation’s produc- 
tion, that is the wealth of the nation, is not greater than 
that of other countries. What we must do is reduce tax 
evasion, and | hope that the general of the financial po- 
lice can give us a hand. 
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[Biagi] Yes, there is plenty to do. What do we have in 
common or less in common with tne other Europeans” 


[Dini] We have more imagination, inventiveness, and 
less discipline. 


[Biagi} Will you resign before 31 December? 


{Dini} I will resign, as I have said since the beginning, 
let's say, of this government, but more specifically after 
the approval of the financial law, as I said in parliament. 


[Biagi] After you have gone, what would you like 
people to say of you? 


[Dini] That he governed honestly, and, in this regard, 
I received only yesterday a silver plaque from an 
unidentified citizen, addressed to me, which read “The 
Honorable Lamberto Dini, head of the government, who 
has governed with seriousness, honesty, and economy. 
I do not know if that is all, in any case these are things 
that fill... 


(Biagi, interrupting) | understand. 


[Dini] the heart with emotion, that make you go on, 
and that if it was possible to be remembered like this | 
would be very proud. 


[Biagi] Best wishes, Prime Minister, for Christmas and 
for everything cise. Thank you very much and I believe 
that I am speaking for millions of Italians. Thank you. 


[Dini] Thank you. 
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Gonazalez Interviewed on EU, Domestic Ixsues 


LD0812213695 Madrid TVE Internacional Television 
in Spanish 1400 GMT 8 Dec 95 


{(FBIS Translated Excerpt] (Reporter Ana Blanco) In 
Finland, where he is continuing his tour to prepare 
the European Council meeting, [Prime Minister) Felipe 
Gonzalez said that his proposals for this meeting are in 
complete agreement with the priorities defended by the 
French president and Helmut Kohl in the joint letter that 
they sent to him. [passage omitted] 


those who want to go further and the rest. 
(Begin Gonzalez recording] It is true that at the end 


[Bernardez} At his news conference the Finnish journal- 
ists asked Gonzalez to draw up a balance sheet of his 


13 years in government. (passage omitted] 

Felipe Gonzalez also had a working meeting with the 
president of the republic, who will head the Finnish 
delegation at the Madrid summit. 


Felipe Gonzalez’s future also came up in Helsinki. The 
prime minister said that he was not worried, and that he 
was usec to talk about his future until 18 December. 
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[Biance] The 20 intellectuals belonging to of close 
to the PSOE, who call in the document for Felipe 
Gonzalez not to be the candidate again, believe that for 
the PSOE to recover its credibility a new leadership, 
which will promote new ways of running the political 
mode [as heard) must be chosen, with the participation 
of all the socialists. Figures such as Gregorio Peces- 
Barba, Victoria Camps, Antonio Garcia Santesmases, 
and Manuel de la Rocha acknowledge that great changes 
have been made that are very beneficial to the majority, 
but also thal serious mistakes have been made and 
there have been negative reactions that have harmed 
democratic practices. 


Country on Monetary Union ‘Past Track’ 
LD1112181095 Madrid RNE International in Spanish 
1400 GMT 11 Dec 95 


[FBIS Translated Text} Pedro Solbes, Spanish minister 
for economy and finance, was in Valencia today. He 
stated that Spain hopes to be on the fast track with the 
countries that will make up the economic and monctary 
union. Pedro Solbes admitted that lowering interest rates 
will depend on what happens in Germany. In statements 
to a private radio station, Carlos Westendorp, Spain's 
secretary of state [title as heard], said that Maastricht 
is not the problem of the EU, but one of the possibic 
solutions to the problems being experienced by France 
and to the growing Euro-skepticism of EU citizens. 


[Begin Westendorp recording) The problems arise trom 
the globalization of the economy. In Europe we are less 
competitive than in other regions of th world — the 
new industrialized countries that have lower social costs 
and practically nonexistent environmental costs — so 
Europe is at the moment facing a critical moment of 
declining competitiveness, which Europe has to recover 
One of the ways to do this is not by increasing the 
deficit, but the contrary, reducing the deficit. Increasing 
the deficit leads to much higher interest rates so money 
is much more expensive and there can be no investment 
Maastricht is not the guilty party. Maastricht fixes a 
program for monetary union and its stated conditions 
would have to be fulfilled anyway. jend recording] 
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US. Allegedly Predispased to Turkish Position 
NC1I212114095 Nicosia ELEVTHEROTIPIA in Greek 
12 Dec 95 pi 


[From the “Speaking Freely” column: “Time for Crucial 
Decisions”] 


{(FBIS Translated Text) After the Dayton mecting a 
which the United States imposed a Bosnia agreement 
and Richard Holbrooke, U.S. assistant secretary of state 
for European and Canadian affairs, said he would focus 
on Cyprus after Bosnia, we realized what the Americans 
had in store for us. U.S. Presidential Emissary Richard 
Beattie’s visit revealed U.S. methods and intentions. It 
is now Clear that the United States is favorably disposed 
toward the Turkish position. We musi now say that US. 
pressure is more suffocating and U.S. moves on the 
Cyprus issue more disappointing. Therefore, the need to 
reassess the situation and the U_S. initiative in particular 
is obvious. 


Before the issue becomes more confusing and the 
Americans make anything final, we must attempt to put 
matters back on their proper course. For this reason, we 
expect that the National Council meeting must also deal 
with the issues that are behind the scenes and behind the 
points presented to us by the Americans. This is the time 
for an in-depth analysis of the situation and the time to 
make crucial decisions. 


Atun, Ozgur Sign Coalition Protocol 11 Dec 


TA1112172995 Nicosia Bayrak Radio in Turkish 
1630 GMT 11 Dec 95 


prime minister's office. Under the protocol, there are 
no changes in the distribution of ministries between the 
two parties. 

In a statement at the ceremony, Prime Minister Atun 
said: Alt this stage, we were not going to leave the 


country without a government. Following 15 days of 
intensive goodwill efforts, we reached the stage of 
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selling up a government and submitting the list to 
the said that the DP-CTP coalition ts 

the problems facirg the country 
adding that the 


oach, 
CTP leader Ozgur delivered a short speech saying 
that of the parties decided to 
establish the government. He said that he hopes mt will 
be successful. He added that the new government will 
consider past experiences in fulfilling its duties. 


Prime Minister Atun said that the cabinet list will be 
announced after it is submitted to the president. Atun 
and Ozgur are now submitting the new cabinet list to 
the president. 

Denktas Approves New Cabinet List 


TA1112194395 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1800 GMT 11 Dec 95 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [passage omitted) In the 
Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus, Presidem Rauf 
Denktas approved the cabinet list submitted by Prime 
Minister Hakki Atun today and expressed the hope that 
the government will work with goodwill to serve the 
people. 


The cabinet is composed of the following ministers 


| 


—Mehmet Ali Talat, state minister and deputy prime 
munister, 

~-~Atay Ahmet Rasit, foreign affairs and defense minis- 
ter, 

—Mustafa Adaoglu, interior minister, 

—Salih Cosar, economy and finance minister; 
—Ahmet Derya, national education and culture minis- 
ter, 

—Ovkan Murat, agriculture, natural resources, and cn- 
ergy minister; 

—Suha Turkoz, public works and transportation minis- 
ter; 

—Huseyin Celal, health minister; 

—Omer Kalyoncu, labor and social security minister; 
and 

—Mustafa Gokmen, minister of youth, sports, and 
environmental affairs. 
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PASOK Executive Meets To Discuss Situation 
NC1212134195 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1200 GMT 12 Dec 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] The PASOK [Panhellenic So- 
cialist Movement) Execuurve Bureau met yesterday un- 
der the burden of the sudden change in Prime Minis- 


ELEVTHEROTIPIA in Greek 10 Dec 9S p& 


is not an issue of PASOK [Panhellenic Socialist Move- 
ment). Is this part of the government spokesman's job? 
{Khitiris} Both the government spokesman and the 


government must remain faithful to the Constitution 
and the laws of the country. Since the prime minister 


PBIS-WEL-95-28 
12 December 1995 


is in the hospital, he is being represented by the top 
minister, Akis Tsokhatzopoulos, the imicrior, public 
administration, and decentralization minister. There is 
no time limit for this replacement. it can last a long 
ume. [passage omutted] 


[Bakomarou]} But there have already been developments 
and the issue of succession, even if certain people 
are hypocritically denying ut, has been raised. There 
is an impressive motilizavon by the ‘delphin’ and 
party cadres and foreign media are dealing with the 
“Byzantine,” as it is being described, “comedy that is 
still going on in Greece...” 


[Khitiris} lt is true that special mectings among cadres 
are taking place. They were and still are concerned 
regarding the course of the party and the government, 
in the event of a dramatic chenge. This concern is 
within the limits of senousness and responsitlity. Now, 
however, because the situation has improved, they will 


have to stop. [passage omitted] 


[Bakomarou] W ould it be inhumane for Papandreou and 
harmful to the country if he were to attempt to return 
ie the post of prime minister and to active politics in 
general? Ai the same time, would it be an act of sell- 
respect and respect for the Constitution if his advisers 
suggested to him to give a brave and final resolution to 
this issue” 

[Khitiris] The president will listen to his advisers but 
he will make his own decision, without influence, 
considering only the country’s well-being. 


[Bakomarou] If he decides to resign as primne minister, 
how will developments progress’ 


(Khiuris) If this takes place—and there are other scenar- 
ios as well—the new prime minister will be clected ac- 
cording to the Constitution by the Parliamentary Group 
Of course the Central Committee, the party's leading 
organ, will have some influence on the issuc 


[Bakomarou] Are you in favor of the “wansitional 
prime minister solution’ 


[Khitiris}] We must clect a prime minister who has 
prospects, who will lead the party to the next elections 


in two years. 


[Bakomarou} Which of the so-called candidates would 
you vote for? 


[Khitiris} All the candidates are respected individuals 
and have their own histories. What is in everyone's 
imerest, however, is not the individual but unity and 
PASOK’s prospects. This is Papandreou's political 
legacy. 
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[Bakomarou] As the prime minister's close adviser, of 
what will you “advise” him when he returns to Ekali’ 


[Khitiris) Certainly, the latest adventure of the prime 
minister's health will have a catalytic effect on what 
will follow, he must make decisions, take certain sieps. 
I will offer my views only to the prime minister. | have 
already done this, freely and without holding back, led 
by my conscience and having in mind only PASOK’'s 
interests. 

[Bakomarou) Everyone believes that there is no situa- 
tion in which Papandreov will be able to fully carry out 
his duties, at least as prime minister... 


[Khitiris} This had been said before during the past two 
years that PASOK has been in power. He has proven to 
perform his duties excellently. 


[Bakomarou) Even if we accept this, what will be his 
personal consequences? Did not Dr. Yaqub say as he 


[Bakomarou) As vulgar attacks are unfortunately part 
of the political game, should not the politician have the 
strength to face them” 


[Khitiris} Of course. But let us not forget that Papan- 
dreou was a politician who never used cowardly means 


against his opponents. [passage omitted] 


PASOK Succession, Effects on Economy Viewed 
96P20136 


[PBIS Media Note} Following a week of intense discus- 
sions, the framework for the future Panhellenic Socialist 
Movement (PASOK) leadership has reportedly been de- 
fined, wrote LK. Pretenderis in the 3 December Athens 
weekly TO VIMA TIS KIRIAKIS. There is agreement 
among top PASOK officials on three points: 
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—the next prime minister will be clected by the 
parliamentary group in accordance with the constitution: 


Kostas Skandhalidhis, PASOK Central Commutice sec- 
retary general, ‘categorically’ stated that the Cenval 
Commitice will not suggest any specific candidate to 
the parliamentary group. According to Minister of En- 
vironment Kostas Laliotis, the roles of the parlamentary 
group and the Central Commitice are “totally separate.” 


—the new PASOK Icader will be clected a the next 


regular party congress as specified by party statutes. The 
tuming will be determined as developments warrant. 


The “relative case” with which these conclusions were 
reached bodes well for a calm clection, Pretenderis 
wrote. Nevertheiess, procedural maticrs must still be 
defined and agreed upon by the various candidates, who 
must also reach agreement on the political preconditions 
for the election. Top PASOK officials are hoping to 
avoid a “divisive” election that would affect the party's 
image. It is generally accepted that the government 
formed by the winner will include defeated candidates 
as well. The idea of deputy prime ministers is also under 
The principal wish of top PASOK officials, according to 
Pretenderis, is to “safeguard the ne~t day.” Supporters 
of former Minister of Industry Kostas Simutis are 
attempting to calm fears that the clection of a prime 
minister may mean the dominance of one faction over 
another, for “the only victor should be PASOK.” 


Meanwhile, contacts have been taking place among sup- 
porters of the various candidates, Pretenderis continued 
“Centrists” and officials who used to be close to the late 
Yiorgos Yennimatas have met, as have 13 supporters 
of Minister of Defense Yerasimos Arsenis, who hopes 
he can count on a total of 25 deputies. While Arse- 
nis himself met with Akis Tsokhatzopoulos, minister of 
interior and decentralization, no Cooperation agreement 
emerged, Pretenderis claimed, for Arsenis’ proposal that 
he be elected prime minister and Tsokhatzopoulos be- 
come party leader fell on deaf cars. The Teoxhatzopou- 
los side views the proposal as “immaterial,” given that, 
even if Arsenis were clected to the prime ministership, 
Tsokhatzopoulos could never be PASOK leader. “He is 
thus offering what he will not get to get what he does 
not have,” Pretenderis quoted Tsokhatzopoulos support. 
Crs as saying. 


In addition to Arsenis, Chamber of Deputics President 

Kaklamanis is determined to run despite the 
advice of some of his supporters that he should act in- 
stead as “guarantor of unity after the clection, Pre- 
tenderis continued. Simitis, who scems to be focus- 
ing on “the day after,” represents a third factor As- 
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sured of the support of the other three members of the 
“group of four"—Vaso Papandreou (no relation to the 
prime minister), Theodhoros Pangalos, and Paraskevas 


ite” candidacy including overtures to historic PASOK 
members such as Laliotis, Skandhalidhis, and Stefanos 
Tzoumakas, to top PASOK officials such as A. Pepo- 
nis, and to successful government members of the “new 
vintage” such as Evangelos Venizelos and Alekos Pa- 
padhopoulos. 


Meanwhile, over the past few days it has become 


governed “in the name and on behalf of Andreas 
Papandreou,” they maintain. Nevertheless, they concede 
that Tsokhatzopoulos’ role does offer him a “bonus” in 
the succession race, Evthimiou concluded. 

According to an article in the 3 December TO VIMA 
ras privately believes that Papandreou's illness must not 
be faced “ y.” Political Spring will therefore 
ask that immediate elections be held if Papandreou must 
be replaced, because PASOK's image has always been 
identified with its founder and its victories linked with 
Papandreou’s influence on the electoiate. Another rea- 
son to hold elections is that PASOK voters up to now 
were in essence casting a ballot for Papandreou. How- 
ever, Samaras is reluctant to publicize his views lest an 
early discussion of the succession exert a negative in- 
fluence on the economy, the article concluded. 


An article by Nikos Nikolaou in the 3 December TO 
VIMA TIS KIRIAKIS focused on the economic reper- 
cussions of Papandreou's condition. Noting the large in- 
vestments made in Greece by U.S., British, German, and 
other foreign banks, Nikolaou commented that bankers 
are “naturally secretive” and rarely offer opinions on po- 
litical issues. They do not, however, hesitate to confide 
their views to colleagues in the state sector, he con- 
tended. He cited the director of a large bank connected 
with the government, expressing the views of both for- 
eign bankers and local investors, saying there would 
be no significant pressure on the drachma, no interest 
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rate rise, no run on capital, and perhaps not even a 
drop in stock market prices as a reaction to the possi- 
ble demise of the prime minister. Nikolaou questioned 
whether these forecasts are “realistic,” considering that 
international organizations now see Papandreou as a 
positive influence on the economy. He noted that mar- 
kets have already taken Papandreou's absence in stride 
and will gauge their reaction solely on the guarantees 
for continuity and further development of the Papan- 
dreou economic policy that a successor would provide. 


Thus, the temporary or permanent character of the next 
government and the identity of the new prime minister 
are paramount. It is obvious that markets prefer a per- 
manent and stable government, for only a “two-year” 
prime minister would have the decisiveness to solve the 
problems of a slow moving economy, which neverthe- 
less has defeated inflation and can develop, Nikolaou 
asserted. It is thus positive for the economy that the 
four main prime ministerial candidates—Arsenis, Kak- 
lamanis, Simitis, and Tsckhatzopoulos—agree that the 
parliamentary group must elect a permanent prime min- 
ister, despite some deputies’ contention that a tempo- 
rary leader might emerge if the ambitions of the “heirs- 
apparent” lead to a break-up of PASOK. 

Therefore, the choice of either Kaklamanis, Simitis, or 
Arsenis, who “clamorously” insist they will follow the 
same economic policy will elicit a positive market reac- 
tion. Kaklamanis represents the “centrist” faction con- 
stituted by small- and mid-sized entrepreneurs, profes- 
sionals, and salaried workers. In the transition from sta- 
bility to development, this electorate wants a wise and 
“socially sensitive” prime minister who will carry on 
the Papandreou tradition in a united and pluralistic PA- 
SOK, Nikolaou affirmed. For his part, Simitis, as the 
father of the first PASOK stabilization policy, needs no 
“additional certificate of good standing” on his ortho- 
dox free-market beliefs. As for Arsenis, he long ago 
abandoned the leftist policies of the early 1980s; he has 
also firmly resisted populist attempts to squander gov- 
ernment funds, while showing the mettle that will allow 
him to lead the developmental policies entrepreneurs are 
hoping for, especially in the Balkans area 


While all three potential prime ministers are thus 
considered capable of maintaining the economy on 
a steady course, Kaklamanis, more than the others, 
would provide the best guarantees to a wary market 
that considers unity indispensable for stability, Nikolaou 
concluded. 
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Government’s Positions at Madrid Summit 
Reported 
96P20144 


{[FBIS Media Note] The positions Minister of Interior 
and Decentralization Akis Tsokhatzopoulos will present 
at the European Union's (EU) Madrid summit in lieu of 
ailing Prime Minister Andreas Papandreou are almost 
fully formulated, wrote K.P. Papadhiokou in the 3 De- 
cember Athens daily | KATHIMERINI. Greece will es- 
sentially support Germany's position on the issue of the 
Economic and Monetary Union, advocating the estab- 
lishment of stable currency exchange rates beginning on 
1 January 1999 and the withdrawal of national curren- 
cies as of 1 January 2002. Similarly, Greece will not 
object to the new currency’s name of “Euro.” The de- 
velopment of strategies against unemployment, which 
has reached 10.6 percent in Greece, is of paramount 
concern to the Greek side. Athens will insist on the 
adoption of measures such as youth training grants and 
the use of EU structural funds to support employment, 
Papadhiokou wrote. 

The summit will review the timetable for the Intergov- 
ernmental Conference (IGC), which is slated to begin 
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on 28-29 March 1996 and conclude during the first 
semester in 1997. “Eager” for early completion of the 
IGC,” Greece agrees with this schedule, for it hopes that 
the conference will “soften” some of the “harsh” social 
aspects of the Maastricht Treaty. Greece is also looking 
forward to the negotiations on Cyprus’ EU accession, 
slated to begin six months after the end of the confer- 
ence. 


Athens also advocates that issues under review be han- 
died by one commission rather than a number of sub- 
commissions, believing that the former solution of- 
fers more negotiating advantages. On the Bosnia issue, 
Greece will confirm its intention to participate in the 
multinational peacekeeping force and the reconstruction 
of the area, while simultaneously stressing the impor- 
tance of maintaining communication channels between 
Athens and all the warring sides. Greece will also sub- 
mit to the conference the Bosnian Muslims’ expressed 
desire for mediation by Greece as a Christian Orthodox 
country, so as to allow the Serbs to accept a unified 
Sarajevo. 
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Foreign Ministry Criticizes EP Draft Resolution 


TA1112161995 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1545 GMT 11 Dec 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Dec 11, (AA.) — Turkey 


which to undermine stability order in the 
country’s east and southeastern parts. 


Baykal Welcomes EP’s Customs Union Vote 


in Turkish 0800 GMT 12 Dec 95 


In reply to reporters’ questions upon emerging from an 
interview program with political party leaders given on a 
private TV station, Baykal said that the decision adopted 
by the commission is the most significant event of the 
day. 


[Begin Baykal recording] It is a more favorable result 
than expected. We were thinking of the possibility that 
a negative decision might be reached at this commission 
and had considered rectifying it at the EP. We welcome 
the fact that a favorable result was reached at the level 
of the commission. [end recording) 


Ciller Allegedly Orders Arrest, Murder of Ocalan 


NC1112180395 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS 
in English 7 Dec 95 p A3 


[Editorial by Iinur Cevik: “is Ciller Fishing in Danger- 
ous Waters?”°—ellipses as published] 
(FBIS Transcribed Text) Prime Minister Tansu Ciller 


seems to have slowly come to terms with the fact that 
she will not win the next election if the current trends 
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continue and thus needs some miracie or a bomb shell 
to turn the tide in her favor. 


Ciller’s aides were quoted in newspapers on Wednesday 
[6 December] that the prime minister has ordered the 
arrest of Workers Party of Kurdistan (PKK) leader 
Abdullah Ocalan in Syria or Lebanon and ordered that 
he be brought to Turkey to create a sensation and thus 
win national sympathy and votes. So Ciller will use the 
State forces to launch a clandestine operation abroad to 
apprehend Ocalan. 


There are also other reports that Ciller may have even 
ordered the killing of Ocalan just before the election. 
We are told State officials who have learnt about this 
plot have tried to dissuade the prime minister. 


The international moves could well be devastating for 
Turkey and we are told that for this reason Ciller wanted 
the operations against Ocalan to take place after the 
European Parliament votes to allow Turkey into the 
customs union. 

If Ciller cannot get Ocalan she will then settle for 
another sensation which her aides will cook up. 

None of this comes as a surprise knowing the desperate 
situation the prime minister finds herself in. The other 
day she went to a kebab shop in Ankara with her 
husband and no one even bothered to greet her among 
the diners. Ciller ate in silence and lefi without anyone 
wishing her well. Under normal circumstances a Turkish 
leader would have been flooded with an outpouring of 
affection. But it seems Ciller is no longer in favor. 


Ciller’s campaign visits have been dull in general and 
have lacked the enthusiasm of past True Path Party 
rallies. Thus the prime minister feels she badly needs 
something to boost her party in the polls and at least 
have a chance to become a coalition partner again. 


Let us hope in these times of desperation that the prime 
minister does not try to plunge the country into any 
kind of adventure for the sake of winning some votes 
and hanging on to power... 


PKK Cease-Fire With KDP, Turkey Reported 


TA1112205695 London MED TV Television 
in Turkish 1730 GMT 11 Dec 95 


([FBIS Translated Text) The PKK [Workers Party of 
Kurdistan) has started a peace offensive both in south 
Kurdistan and in north Kurdistan. PKK leader Abduilah 
Ocalan participated in a live talk show broadcast on 
Med TV last night and announced that the PKK has 
declared a cease-fire on world human rights day. He said 
thai a cease-fire went into effect in southern Kurdistan 
as of last night, and that he will make a detailed 
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announcement in a few days in connection with northern 
Kurdistan. 


Ocalan said that certain friendly circles have been me- 
diating between the PKK and the KDP [Kurdish Demo- 
cratic Party) for a cease-fire, and that the latest initiative 
was undertaken by the European Security and Cooper- 
ation International Committee UN representative. 


Ocalan said that the PKK will agree to this call on the 
occasion of the world human rights day, adding that he 
expects the KDP to respond in kind. He stressed that the 
KDP had been proposing a cease-fire for 15 days, while 
the PKK wants an indefinite cease-fire until a political 
solution is reached. He said that the PKK is ready for a 


attacks. He said that, in fact, he is not 
optimistic about the approach of the Turkish State to 
this issue. However, he stressed, he is basing his actions 
on the demand for peace that is gaining strength among 
the public. 


Ocalan said that he is making this call in order to get a 
reply to his call for peace in Turkey and in order to help 
bring about a comfortable election atmosphere. He said 
that he will give his instructions regarding this issue to 
all the units today and tomorrow. 
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The PKK leader called on the private war administration 
and said: A peaceful atmosphere is needed for the 
elections. That is what we are doing. 


Ocalan said that he will make a detailed announcemecai 
about the cease-fire with the Turkish State in a few days. 


Armenia, Azerbaijan Urged To Seek Peace 
NC1112182695 Istanbul TURKIYE in Turkish 
8 Dec 95 pis 


{Report by Mahmut Bulut} 


(FBIS Translated Text} Ankara—Turkey is pressuring 
both Armenia and Azerbaijan for a stable peace in the 
Caucasus. In drawing attention to the 17-month-long 
cease-fire between Azerbaijan and Armenia, Foreign 
Ministry officials are telling Yerevan: “Armenia must 
withdraw from the Azerbaijani lands that it has occupied 
and which it cannot hold on to.” 


For a stable peace in the region, Turkey is asking Azer- 
baijan to give substance to its promise that it will “grant 
the broadest rights and freedoms to the Armenians of 
Nagorno-Karabakh.” Ankara believes that “Azerbaijan 
should explain what it means by the granting of the 
broadest rights and freedoms.” 


In the meantime, the detention and return to Turkey 
of 12 PKK (Workers’ Party of Kurdistan) terrorists by 
Armenia in the last eight months was thought to have 
an impact on the evolution of peace in the Caucasus. 


“Establishing a horizontal status [as published] between 
Armenia and Nagorno-Karabakh, opening a corridor 
to Nagorno-Karabakh in return for opening a corridor 
between Azerbaijan and Nakhichevan, giving guaran- 
torship to a third country for the status of Nagorno- 
Karabakh and the agreement” are among the issues to 
be resolved at the talks between Azerbaijan and Arme- 
nia, which have apparently become deadlocked. 


High Military Council Expels Officers, NCO’s 
TA1112202495 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1800 GMT 11 Dec 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The High Military Council 
assessed today the threats against Turkey and the 
Turkish Armed Forces’ readiness for war. The High 
Military Council also decided to sever the connection of 
18 officers and 32 noncommissioned officers with the 
Turkish Armed Forces due to their lack of discipline 
and moral condition. 


The High Military Council held a routine meeting in 
Ankara under the chairmanship of Prime Minister Tansu 
Ciller. [passage omitted] 
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Minister Ciller today, in the wake of rumors thai 
religious officers will be fired from the army.”] 


DYP-CHP Coalition Bargaining Viewed 


96ES0011B Istanbul NOKTA in Turkish 
22-28 Oct 95 pp 14-16 


{Report by Bulent Ismen: “Ciller, One More Time!”) 
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who led the party for some time in the past, among these 
18 expelled deputies shocked political circles. Ciller 
insisted that the expulsion of Cindoruk from the party 
was not a mistake. She was right because the deputies 


After the vote of confidence Ciller convened the general 
administrative council of her party and took a historic 
decision for herself. The DYP would not participate 
in any government not headed by Ciller. In a way, 
that decision would force President Demirel's hand to 
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Silence descended everywhere after the vote of confi- 
dence on Sunday, 15 October. No one could tell what 
would happen next. Everyone's eyes turned to the pres- 
idential mansion in Cankaya. The possible implications 
of the Demirel-Ciller relationship were discussed and 
bets were taken on whether Ciller’s political life was at 
an end. The silence was broken by fax messages from 
the media center of the Office of the Prime Minister. The 
program transmitted by these messages stated that Ciller 
would meet with CHP [Republican People’s Party) gen- 
eral chairman Deniz Baykal at 1430 and with President 
Demirel at 1600. 


DYP-CHP One More Time 


After her second failure to form a government, Ciller’s 
eyes turned once again to Baykal. Encouraged by 
Baykal’s remarks on the television program 32d Day 
the night before, Ciller asked for a meeting with 
Baykal. This time she had to form a coalition with 
the CHP and stay on as prime minister. After a 10- 
minute delay, Ciller shook Baykal’s hand and came 
to the point immediately, implying that she was in a 
hurry. The preceding night Ismet Sezgin, the DYP’s 
candidate for the presidency of the TGNA, and Erol 
Cevikce, an old-guard heavyweight of the CHP, had 
met and discussed the basic terms of a possible DYP- 
CHP coalition. At that meeting, which was held at 
Cevikce’s office, the problem of the striking workers, 
wage increases for public servants and workers, the 
distribution of ministries, representation in the cabinet, 
and future appointments were discussed. 


When Ciller and Baykal met the next day the basic 
outlines of the agreement were in place. They simply 
had to implement a procedure. 


Ciller was scheduled to meet with the president at 
1030 that morning. When Baykal accepted her offer to 
meet she postponed her meeting with the president to 
1600 and scheduled her meeting with Baykal at 1430. 
Baykal’s foremost condition for the meeting was the 
crisis over Menzir, Istanbul director gencral of security. 
On that issue, the funeral of the father of Cemil Semaui. 
deputy director general of security in Istanbul, posed a 
great opportunity. When Director General of Security 
Mehmet Agar and Menzir were left briefly alone in 
the cemetery, the CHP demand was mei, and Menzir's 
resignation was delivered to the governor of Istanbul. 
However, Menzir was a little late. The Baykal-Ciller 
meeting was about to start. Ciller came to the meeting 
10 minutes late and answered reporters’ questions in 


Baykal’s presence. 
"Madam Prime Minister, is it true that Menzir has 


resigned?” 
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Simultaneously, Baykal was taking out of his pocket the 
report carried by the Anatolia news agency. 


of Naticaal Education, which troubled the DYP, passed 
to the CHP. 


Ciller had two basic demands. First, she wanted to be 


meeting quickly after obtaining Baykal's agreement on 
a coalition partnership because she was running out of 
time. What has not been reported in the media about the 
meeting between Ciller and Baykal are the remarks they 
made privately about the expulsions of Rifat Serdaroglu, 
the DYP’s chief of organization, and CHP Secretary 
General Adnan Keskin. 


Shame on the Assembly 


After Ciller’s departure Baykal made a statement. In 
the statement, he brought up an issue that he had act 
mentioned until then and cast the framework of the 
coalition partnership in a different form. He said that 
it was very wrong for the president to form an election 


reach some resolution on this issue. It would very 
unbefitting of this parliament if the president named 
someone to form a government as if the parliament 
could not do anything. 


Cankaya 


After Ciller received Baykal’s agreement on a coali- 
tion, she went directly to the Cankaya mansion. While 
Ciller proceeded to Cankaya escorted by the official 
motorcycle-mounted prime minister's guard detail, her 
meeting with Baykal was already being discussed in 
the political anterooms of Ankara. The general impres- 


TURKEY 29 


sion of political observers, who could not decipher the 
meeting, was that Ciller’s appointment to form a gov- 
ernment had ended and that nothing would come out of 
her meeting with Baykal. Ciller’s husband, Ozer Ciller, 
also thought so. While Mrs. Ciller met with Baykal, 
Mr. Ciller toured the housing units for parliamentary 
deputies, where they would have to move after vacating 
the prime minister's residence. 
Demirel and Common Sense 

While predictions testing the limits of the Demirel-Ciller 
relationship made the rounds in Ankara, those on the 
other side expressed their confidence in Demirel’s com- 
mon sense. Demirel received Ciller at 1605, heard the 
latest developments, and learned the terms of the deal 
struck with Baykal. Because there would be strong ob- 
jections to the appointment of Ciller to form yet another 
government, it was clear that Demirel would choose to 
follow normal procedure by meeting with Motherland 
Party [ANAP] general chairman Mesut Yilmaz, Deniz 
Baykal, and Welfare Party general chairman Necmettin 
Erbakan. After Ciller left, a statement from the Cankaya 
mansion stated explicitly that no one had been named 
to form a new government. 


Meetings 


Demirel first received ANAP leader Mesut Yilmaz at 
1800. He only listened to Yilmaz without expressing 
any opinions. It has been learned that he did not respond 
to Yilmaz’s insistent demands that, based on political 
protocol, he should be given the responsibility to form 
the next government. Later Demirel met with Baykal 
and Erbakan. Because of his special relationship with 
Erbakan, what he told Erbakan was very important. 
While eyes remained fixed on the RP [Welfare Party] 
general headquarters, circles close to Erbakan said that 
Demirel listened to three party leaders the first day 
and that most probably he would call one of them on 
Wednesday and name him or her to form a government. 


After these meetings in the evening hours of Monday, 
Demirel received the party leaders again in the morning 
hours of Tuesday. During his meetings that morning, 
Demirel had a different kind of meeting with MHP 
general chairman Alparsian Turkes. He told Turkes 
that he had listened to Ciller and Baykal, that he was 
persuaded by them, and that he did not have much 
confidence in Yilmaz. Demirel believed that there was 
no need to make the country lose more time and that, 
consequently, he would name Ciller again to form 
another government as soon as possible. 


On Tuesday, as the second round of balloting for the 
presidency of the TGNA was under way, Demirel 
invited Ciller to Cankaya at 1900. He wanted to 
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had risen to 17. Turkes also showed a list of names 
to Yilmaz. The list contained the names of the DYP 
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deputies who met at Cindoruk’s house just before their 
departure from the party in one form or another. There 
were 32 names on the list. Of those, 18 had already left: 
15 more remained [as published]. Some of those on the 
list were ministers in the Sist government and w 

concerned about being included in the 52d government. 


Handicap 


In forming the 52d government, Ciller overcame her 
biggest hurdle, the problem of the workers, with the sig- 
natures of the ministers of the Sist government. While 
the number of strikes, postponed by cabinet decisions, 
grew by the day, the DSP and the MHP opposed Ciller. 
With the latest resignations and defections, there were 
also major changes in parliamentary arithmetic, but the 
vote of confidence for the $2d government was never in 
jeopardy. The DYP and the CHP, with 164 and 59 seats 
respectively, controlled a total 223 seats. Thus Ciller 
needed three votes. She received them from the five in- 
dependents who had resigned from the CHP to support 
her Sist government. 
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